
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 

The stated meeting of the executive council on October 13, 
furnished the occasion for the reading of two interesting papers 
on comparatively recent subjects in Minnesota history. These 
were "The Last Indian Uprising in the United States (Leech 
Lake, Minnesota, 1898)," by Lieutenant Commander Louis H. 
Roddis of the medical corps of the United States Navy, and 
"Recruiting Engineers for the World War in Minnesota," by 
George W. McCree, who was civilian aid to the adjutant general 
of the United States during the war. 

Three organizations have held meetings in the auditorium 
recently: the Minnesota society, Sons of the American Revolu- 
tion, September 18; the Lyndale Reading Circle of Minneapolis, 
October 7; and the Merriam Park Woman's Club of St. Paul, 
October 29. At the last two of these meetings the work of the 
society's museum was explained by the curator, Mr. Babcock. 

The following new members, all active, have been enrolled 
during the quarter ending October 31, 1919: Bertha L. Heilbron 
of St. Paul; C. Ernest Lagerstrom and Andrew J. Lobb of 
Minneapolis ; J. Anton Ochs and Richard Pfefferle of New Ulm ; 
Frank M. Kaisersatt of Faribault; Leland S. Stallings of 
Breckenridge ; Ida A. Kovisto of Wadena; George L. Treat of 
Alexandria; and William K. Coffin of Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 
Deaths during the same period include those of one active mem- 
ber, George Reis of Los Angeles, California, October 4 ; and one 
corresponding member, General Philip Reade of Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, October 21. The deaths of the Reverend William 
DeLoss Love of Hartford, Connecticut, April 8, 1918, and 
Charles Conrad Abbott of Bristol, Pennsylvania, July 17, 1919, 
both corresponding members, have not heretofore been noted in 
the Bulletin. 
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An instance of the value of the society's library to the state 
was afforded recently in connection with the case between Minne- 
sota and Wisconsin in the United States Supreme Court over the 
location of the boundary line in Duluth Harbor. This case 
involved historical questions as to what had been looked upon in 
the past as the mouth of the St. Louis River and also what had 
been the principal route of navigation through the waters of 
St. Louis Bay. The Wisconsin attorneys included in their brief 
a very elaborate discussion of this subject with references to a 
great many books and documents, and it was necessary for the 
Minnesota attorneys to check over this material and locate addi- 
tional evidence on the subject if possible. Practically all the 
books and documents needed for this work were found to be 
available in the library of the society. 

Some progress was made during the summer in the work of 
sorting and disposing of duplicate material in the library. About 
two thousand volumes of supposedly duplicate congressional 
documents were checked over with a view to replacing imperfect 
copies and filling in gaps in the classified sets. What were left 
were then offered as gifts to various Minnesota libraries with the 
result, so far, that 617 volumes have been taken by the library 
of Carleton College, 65 by the Minneapolis Public Library, 33 by 
the library of the Macalester College, and 15 by the Minnesota 
State Library. Of miscellaneous duplicate books about a thou- 
sand were sorted, checked, and listed so that they can now be 
offered to other libraries in exchange for their duplicates. Thou- 
sands of documents of states other than Minnesota were also 
sorted and checked over preliminary to classification, and about 
1,300 of these documents which proved to be duplicates or outside 
the society's fields of collection were turned over to the state 
library to help fill in its incomplete sets. 

Most of the cases in the east hall of the museum are being 
used at present for an exhibition of World War objects. The 
Backus collection illustrating the activities of an aviator, material 
brought back from France by Colonel Leach, articles made by 
wounded soldiers at Fort Snelling, and military badges used by 
various British regiments are included in the exhibition. 
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The number of visitors to the museum during fair week was 
2,846 by actual count. This is an average of 569 a day for five 
days, for the building was closed on Monday — Labor Day. 

From the opening of the schools in September until Novem- 
ber 1, the museum was visited by nine classes totalling 343 
pupils. 

In response to numerous requests the history hours in the 
museum, which were suspended during the summer, have been 
resumed. On Saturday, October 11, about one hundred children 
listened to a talk on the Red River cart as an aid to the settlement 
of the Northwest. One hundred and eighty children from thirty- 
five schools, including a delegation from the Seward School in 
Minneapolis, responded to the second invitation, for the talk on 
the fur trade on October 25. These history hours are to be held 
throughout the winter on the second and fourth Saturdays of 
the month at three o'clock. They are intended for children in 
the grades from the fourth to the eighth, inclusive. 

The personnel of the staff changed somewhat during the quarter 
ending October 31. The position of curator of the museum, 
made vacant September 1 by the resignation of Miss Ruth O. 
Roberts, was filled by the transfer of Mr. Willoughby M. Bab- 
cock, Jr., who had previously held the position of editorial assis- 
tant. The vacancy thus created in the editorial division was filled 
by the appointment of Miss Bertha L. Heilbron. Miss Emma M. 
Larson became reference assistant September 24 in the place of 
Miss Dora C. Jett, whose resignation took effect August 15; and 
Miss Olive J. Clark succeeds Mrs. Rose M. Dunlap as museum 
assistant November 1. 

Gifts 

A collection of about twenty-five letters written, with a few 
exceptions, by the Reverend Richard Hall, a well-known pioneer 
missionary of the Congregational church in Minnesota, has been 
presented by his nephew, Mr. Grosvenor Buck of St. Paul. Hall 
came to Minnesota in 1850 and for a number of years served as 
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pastor of a church at Point Douglas and preached in various sur- 
rounding communities. From 1856 to 1874 he was superintend- 
ent of the American Home Missionary Society for Minnesota. 
The most valuable of the letters are those written in Point 
Douglas and St. Paul in the fifties and sixties, which relate inter- 
esting incidents of pioneer days and contain information about 
frontier living conditions and the early history of Congregational 
missions in the state. A trip on the frozen river from Point 
Douglas to St. Paul is described in a letter of 1861, and the mis- 
sionary complains of the high cost of living in a letter of 1864, 
when wood sold for between six and seven dollars a cord and 
oats for eighty cents a bushel. Three journals of Hall's mission- 
ary correspondence were deposited with the society shortly after 
his death in 1907. 

A series of eight account books kept in New York in the first 
decades of the nineteenth century have been presented by Pro- 
fessor Thomas G. Lee of the University of Minnesota. The 
accounts are largely those of the general store of Robert T. Shaw, 
though one appears to be a doctor's ledger with entries covering 
the years from 1828 to 1834, when doctors made calls for twenty- 
five and fifty cents, dispensed "liniment" at fifteen cents a bottle 
and pills for one cent each, and extracted teeth at the bargain 
price of eighteen and three-fourths cents. A set of apothecary's 
scales of the type used in pioneer drug stores, two foot stoves, 
and a silver caster have also been received from Dr. Lee. 

Three letters of special interest have been donated by Mrs. 
Fred A. Bill of St. Paul. Two of these were written by the 
brothers Joseph and Thomas McMaster in the early winter of 
1856 from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and Read's Landing, Minne- 
sota, respectively. They discuss, aside from family affairs, a 
projected printing establishment at Read's Landing to be set up 
by Joseph McMaster with the help of William R. Marshall, after- 
wards governor of the state, and other interested parties. The 
third letter was written by Stuart Cherry, a writing master in 
the Collegiate Institute of Liverpool, to Mrs. William C. Mc- 
Master at Read's Landing in August, 1861, and discusses the atti- 
tude of the English toward the Civil War in America. 
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Miss Helen Castle has recently presented some papers of her 
father's, the late Captain Henry A. Castle of St. Paul and expects 
to turn over additional papers at some future time. 

A group of records of missionary societies of the Presbyterian 
church in Minnesota presented by Mrs. Julius E. Miner of 
Minneapolis includes the minutes of the Woman's Synodical 
Society of Home Missions of Minnesota, from 1900 to 1916, and 
records of the Home Missionary Society of Westminster Church, 
Minneapolis, from 1883 to 1895. 

A small collection of papers and two record books of the First 
Presbyterian Church of St. Paul covering the years 1872 to 1894 
has been deposited in the society's manuscript collection by 
Mr. Benjamin O. Chapman, an official of the House of Hope 
Church. 

Miss Alta H. Merritt of St. Paul has presented a series of 
letters written by her brother, Glenn J. Merritt of Duluth, while 
he was on duty with a Harvard ambulance unit in the World War. 
The letters reflect the experiences of the writer in the training 
camp in this country and in the work of relief at the front in 
France and Italy. They are accompanied by a very fine collec- 
tion of pictures taken by Mr. Merritt, which illustrate further 
this branch of Red Cross service. 

A United States land patent issued to William Prichard in 
1857 for a tract of land in the Red Wing district, Minnesota 
Territory, has been received from Edward A. Bromley of Minne- 
apolis. This patent is especially interesting because it illustrates 
the time honored practice of drawing upon the public domain for 
military bounties. It was issued in exchange for a land warrant 
in favor of Levi P. Henry, a veteran of the "Florida War," the 
warrant having been assigned to Prichard, who "located" it upon 
the land covered by the patent. 

A valuable addition to the material concerning the Sully expe- 
dition of 1864 has recently been received from Mr. D. J. Dodge 
of Minneapolis. This is a blue print copy of a manuscript map 
showing the route traveled by this expedition from Fort Ridgely 
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to the Yellowstone and Missouri rivers. The map also indicates 
the point where Captain Fiske's company was rescued from an 
attack by the Indians. The original was drawn in 1864 by 
James S. Stoddard of Company C, Second Minnesota Cavalry. 

The original document of the "Greetings from the Norwegian 
Storting to the Minnesota Legislature," dated July 15, 1919, 
which was delivered by the Honorable Edward Indrehus of Foley 
to the Minnesota House of Representatives, September 15, 1919, 
has been turned over to the society for preservation. 

The presidential campaign of 1912 is the subject of a collec- 
tion of newspaper clippings and cartoons recently presented to 
the society by Mr. William W. Cutler of St. Paul. The collec- 
tion was made by his sister, Miss Ruth Cutler, who died in Paris 
in the winter of 1918, while in the service of the American Red 
Cross. The clippings, which have been taken almost exclusively 
from the St. Paul Pioneer Press, are arranged under the four 
headings of candidates, state primaries, campaign issues, and 
miscellaneous, while the candidates in turn are grouped by polit- 
ical parties. Of special interest are the cartoons included in the 
collection. 

Mrs. Charles P. Noyes has presented to the society a copy of a 
work entitled A Family History in Letters and Documents, 1667— 
1837 (St. Paul, 1919. 2v.), which she has compiled and had 
printed for private distribution. It is concerned with the fore- 
fathers of Mrs. Noyes's parents, Winthrop Sargent Gilman and 
Abia Swift Lippincott, and contains a mass of carefully edited 
material of great value to the student of social and economic con- 
ditions. Photostatic copies of the original manuscripts of some of 
the documents printed in the volume have also been presented 
by Mrs. Noyes. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. Oliver S. Morris, editor of the 
Nonpartisan Leader, the society has received a back file of this 
publication from its beginning on September 23, 1915, to the end 
of 1917, from which time copies have been received regularly as 
issued. The file, therefore, is now complete from the beginning. 
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Many of the back numbers are exceedingly scarce and Mr. Morris 
went to considerable trouble and expense and exhausted almost 
every resource to collect them all. The Nonpartisan Leader is 
the official organ of the National Nonpartisan League, with head- 
quarters in St. Paul, and a file of the paper will be indispensable 
to the future students of the history of the Northwest during 
recent years. 

Gifts of books, pamphlets, and periodical files received during 
the quarter ending October 31, include, besides numerous single 
items, considerable collections from Mr. John R. Swan of Madi- 
son, Mrs. Charles W. Bunn of St. Paul, the Oakland Cemetery 
Association of St. Paul, and several departments of the state 
government. 

The most notable collection of museum material relating to the 
World War as yet received is that brought back from France by 
the 151st United States Field Artillery and recently deposited 
with the society by Colonel Leach, the commanding officer of 
the regiment. It includes a German anti-tank gun, German body 
armor which is strikingly similar to that worn by the medieval 
knights, machine guns, trench catapults, torpedo flares, helmets, 
mustard gas shells, and other items too numerous to mention. 
Colonel Leach expects to add to the collection from time to time. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clinton J. Backus of St. Paul have deposited 
in the museum a large collection of World War specimens 
assembled by their sons Clinton and David, both of whom were 
aviators with the American Expeditionary Force in France. 

Captain George R. G. Fisher of St. Paul, who was in charge of 
the Red Cross work in Winchester, England, during the war, has 
deposited with the society his valuable collection of the badges 
and insignia worn by British regiments in which Americans 
served. Coldstreams, Grenadier Guards, Scots Greys, and many 
other famous old regiments as well as newer special organiza- 
tions are represented. 

Mr. Robert L. Schofield of Tacoma, Washington, has deposited 
with the society an extensive collection of museum objects illus- 
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trating early American domestic life. Mr. Schofield's grand- 
father, Dr. John L. Schofield, was one of the first settlers of 
Northfield, Minnesota, and many of the specimens were used in 
the old home there. 

Colonel Jeremiah C. Donahower of St. Paul has added to his 
many gifts to the society an interesting old photograph of a train 
of Red River carts, taken about 1857 at the corner of Third and 
Washington streets, St. Paul, and a number of medals, badges, 
and coins of historic interest. 

From the Honorable Elmer E. Adams of Fergus Falls, the 
society has received a number of panorama views of that city 
taken just after the cyclone of last June. 

A war club said to have been used by Sitting Bull at the time 
of the Custer massacre, a model of a Sioux tipi, a bead chain, 
and specimens of Indian work in birchbark are recent gifts from 
Mr. Charles M. Loring of Minneapolis. 

An old-fashioned clock, manufactured in Worcester, Massa- 
chusetts, in 1841, is a gift from Mr. Lee E. Edson of Austin. 

Portraits in pastel of Mr. and Mrs. John Eastman, who were 
pioneers in St. Anthony, have been added to the society's collec- 
tion of pictures of the early settlers by Mrs. Mary Greenlaw of 
Minneapolis. 

A large framed lithograph of St. Paul in 1867 with the streets 
and important buildings named has been presented to the society 
by Mrs. Sidora A. Bourne of St. Paul. 



